Weekend of March 22, 2026

Dear People of God,

This Fifth Sunday of Lent brings us some dramatic events in
the life of Christ, a dramatic line by one of His Apostles, and,
hopefully, some dramatic impact on the lives of us all to-

day. Let me begin with a dramatic line uttered by Thomas, of
all people, when Jesus decided to go to Jerusalem because His
friend Lazarus was ill and close to death. In fact, Lazarus actu-
ally did die before Jesus arrived at his house. We all know the
end of the story, that Lazarus was raised up by Jesus. But the
Apostles tried to keep Jesus from going to Jerusalem because
they knew that there were many who were quite hostile to
Him there and wanted to put Him to death. But Jesus decided
to go anyway. It was in this context that Thomas said to the
others, “Let us also go to die with him.” What a great line!

Thomas, who is well known to be the doubter, appeared to
say this with a certain resolve to accept whatever was waiting
for them in Jerusalem. He appeared to know that Jesus was
going to be met with resistance and persecution. He also ap-
peared to be ready to face that persecution and death with
Jesus.

This passage should help us all to reflect on our own willing-
ness to go forth with Jesus to face any persecution that awaits
us. This might be one of those times! Being a Christian has al-
ways required courage, no more so today than ever be-

fore. Are we ready to be strong for and with Jesus today?

As we all draw near to the end of this Lenten season,

and liturgically approach the conclusion of Jesus’ journey to
Jerusalem, may we join our resolve to that of Thomas in the
Gospel today and commit ourselves to go with Him not just to
die with Him but that we might also rise together with him
mas well.

Please continue to pray for Br. George Marquis, SDB (still in

rehab), and all of the Salesians in our presence here at MHC . .

. especially those at St. Philip Residence. Be assured we will be
doing the same for you.

Peace and Joy Always!

(AL

Fr. Steve Dumais, SDB.
Pastor

PRAYER LIST

Please keep the following in your prayers:

Pete & Mary Gallar, , Tom Costa, David & Rosie Gratz, Lisa Franz,
Patti Capitano, Betsie Welch, Laura Munoz, Bobby Ryder, David
Netel, Jay Samman, Rose Gabriel, Elaine & Alan Jones, Barbara
Robles, Ruth Maund, Dan & Beverly Fernandez, Bob & Marge Fal-
lon, George Hernandez, Victor Pichardo, David Schwaller, Mary
Hodge, Lauren Lynch, Rosa E. Alvarez, Valerie Sieger, Georgene &
Dennis Bender, Daniel Wiles, David Russell, Maria De Guzman,
Eduardo Sanchez , Mike Kelly, Victor Fernandez, Paul Gabriel, Jo-
seph Marecki.

2026 Mass Intentions:

March 21, 2026 - March 29, 2026
Sat, March 21, 2026, 5:00pm: +Lt. Col. John Butler Il req. by
John Butler
Sun, March 22, 2026, 8:00am : For the intentions of Mary Help of
Christians Parishioners req. by Parish
Sun, March 22, 2026 11:00am : + Hubert Wilson req. by
Deancon Ed & Lorraine
Mon, March 23, 2026, Healing for Ed Cureg req. by Leila Taghap

Mon, March 23, 2026, 7:00pm: Birthday blessings for Jackie &
Danny Brewer req. by Mom

Tues, March 24, 2026. 6:45am: For peace in the World req. by
Parish

Wed, March 25, 2026, 6:45am: Fr Joseph Chung req. by Julianna
Kim

Wed, March 25, 2026, 7:00pm: + Joe Brocato req. by
Brocato Family

Thurs, March 26, 2026, 6:45am : The Living Benefactors req. by
Susanna George

Fri. March 27, 2026, 6:45am : For the Elect as they prepare for
their sacraments of initiation req. by Parish

Sat, March 28, 2026, 5:00pm : +Pedro & Edna Gallar req. by
Pete & Mary Gallar

Sun, March 29, 2026, 8:00am: For the intentions of Mary Help of
Christians Parishioners req. by Parish

Sun, March 29, 2026, 11:00am: Tony D. Hampton Jr. req. by
Joann Johnson

St Joseph - According to the canonical Gospels, Joseph was
a 1st-century Jewish man of Nazareth who
was married to Mary, the mother of Jesus, and was the legal
father of Jesus. Joseph is venerated as Saint Joseph in
the Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox Church, Oriental Or-
thodox Church, Anglicanism and Lutheranism.In Catholic tra-
ditions, Joseph is regarded as the patron saint of workers and
is associated with various feast days. The month of March is
dedicated to Saint Joseph. Pope Pius IX declared him to be
both the patron and the protector of the Catholic Church, in
addition to his patronages of the sick and of a holy death, due
to the belief that he died in the presence of
| Jesus and Mary. Joseph has become patron
. of various dioceses and places. Being a
5. patron saint of virgins, he is venerated as

¢ "most chaste". The veneration of the pure

. and most Chaste Heart of Joseph has, in

contrast to the Most Sacred Heart of Je-
sus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, no
liturgical cultus, but is a private devotion.

March 2026
Faith Formation & OCIA 9:15am/ Adult 9:30am
Finance Council Meeting 5:30pm /Mass 7pm
K of C meeting 7pm / Commemoration of Mary Help of
Christians
Adoration 4-7pm silent/Mass 7pm/Praise & Worship 8-9pm
Youth Ministry 7pm
Mama Margaret meeting in conference rm 7pm
24 HR. Adoration 5pm /Stations of the Cross 7pm outside /
Korean 7:30pm
Palm Sunday 5pm
Palm Sunday 8am/11am/ Faith Formation & OCIA 9:15am

03/22
03/23
03/24

03/25

03/26
03/27

03/28
03/29

Second Collection this weekend : Catholic Relief Services carries out

the commitment of the Bishops of the United States
C%@

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

to assist the poor and vulnerable overseas. We are
motivated by the Gospel of Jesus Christ to cherish,
preserve and uphold the sacredness and dignity of all
human life, foster charity and justice, and embody
Catholic social and moral teaching.

Holy Week Schedule March 28— April 5th

Palm Sunday - Saturday 5pm, Sunday 8am /11am
Holy Thursday-7:30pm wy

Good Friday - 3pm 8ty ek
Easter Vigil 8pm

Sunrise Mass 7am

Easter Sunday Day Mass 11am

Easten Cilies ane a gneal woy te henern en nememben
aemeene apecial in youn lige. Thene's a
auggesled denation ef $10 pen Cilly.
All glowens will be placed weund the
alton duning eun Easten Masaes and
youn loved ones will be nemembened
duning the Easten seasen. Please wun
inte eftice by Manch 30th.

Plastic eggs & wrapped candy

We are in need of medium plastic
eggs and wrapped candy for the
Easter Egg hunt at Sunrise Mass.
Please turn in to the office by
March 25th

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
PARISH OUTREACH

e Cereal / Granola Bars
e Ramen Noodles / Soup

e Diapers - Sizes 6 &7 - Baby Wipes

e Chef Boyardee, Mac & Cheese

e Peanut Butter & Jelly needed

e Canned tuna / Chicken

e  Fruit Cups

Our goal : To fill 60 blue bags with the listed items.
Next Outreach is 03/21/2026 Meet at Mary Help at 8am.

Spring cleaning time

Spring is in the air which means this is a good time to clean
and rearrange your cupboards and remove those pantry items
you had good intentions of using. We are very happy to bring
those unopened items at our next outreach and place them
on the miscellaneous table. They are ever so grateful with
everything that we bring and all food items are taken by the
end of our day. Many thanks and blessings

Weekly Gift Giving
_Weekend of March 14,2026 to March 15, 2026
Attendance 181 Envelopes 31

Mass Offertory S 3,375.00
Loose checks S 300.00
Online Giving S 1339.00
Candles S 96.00
Flowers S 250.00
TOTAL $ 5,360.00

Can you spend an hour

with me?
24 HR. adoration begins on Fri-
day March 27th at 5pm

Sign up sheet is at the back of

church.

Stations of the Cross

Walk the journey with Jesus =
at the outdoor stations of
the cross this Friday,
March 27th at 7pm.




MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CATHOLIC CHURCH ®
6400 E. Chelsea Street, Tampa, FL 33610 ol e
813 626 7588
Email: Parish@mhctampa.org

Website: Www.mhcptampa.org
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